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SUBJECT: THE WEEK IN COLOMBIA 

1. SUMMARY. OSPINA-PASTRANA CONSERVATIVES EXPRESSED STRONG 
OPPOSITION TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT WHICH WOULD SEPARATE 
THE LEGISLATIVE AND PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, AND 
PASSAGE OE THIS CHANGE MAY BE IN DANGER. THE GOC DEEENDED ITS 
CLOSURE OF THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY AND PROMISED BASIC REEORM 
OF HIGHER EEUCATION. ALLEGED WRONGDOING BY THE PRESIDENT'S 
SONS CONTINUED TO RECEIVE PUBLIC ATTENTION. PRESS DEBATE ALSO 
CONTINUED ON MISSIONARY AND RELIGIOUS GROUPS, INCLUDING 
THE SUMMER INSTITUTE OE LINGUISTICS. THE GOC ANNOUNCED DEVELOP- 
MENT PROJECTS ON WHICH IT WILL SEEK IBRD CONCURRENCE. 

HIGHER COEFEE PRICES GROUGHT RENEWED CONCERN OVER THE 
LONG TERM EFEECT OE COFFEE CONSUMPTION AND ANTI-INFLATION 
EFFORTS. 
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2. CONSERVATIVES ATTACK SEPARATE ELECTIONS PROPOSAL. 

THE OSPINA-PASTRANA WING OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY OPENED 
A NEW ERONT OF OPPOSITION AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
PRO-GOVERNMENT ALV ARISTA WING OF THEIR PARTY WHEN IT CALLED 
ON CONSERVATIVES IN CONGRESS TO OPPOSED THE PROPOSED CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL AMENDMENT WHICH WOULD SEPARATE THE PRESIDENTIAL 
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AND LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS. THIS CHANGE IS TO RECEIVE ITS 
SECOND AND LAST HEARING IN CONGRESS BEGINNING IN JULY, 

AND WOULD AEFECT THE 1978 ELECTIONS. THE OSPINA-PASTRANA 
LEADERS CHARGED THAT THIS AMENDMENT WOULD BENEFIT ONLY THE 
LIBERAL PARTY BY ALLOWING IT TO USE LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS 
IN FEBRUARY AS A PRIMARY EOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN JUNE, 
THUS HELPING THE LIBERALS TO RESOLVE THEIR INTERNAL PROB- 
LEMS BUT OEEERING NOTHING TO THE CONSERVATIVES. THE LIB- 
ERALS BELIEVE THAT THEY HAVE ENOCH SUPPORT TO PASS THE 
AMENDMENT, IE THE ALVARISTA CONSERVATIVES SUPPORT IT. THE 
ALV ARISTAS, WHILE PUBLICLY REJECTING THE OSPINA-PASTRANA 
PROPOSAL, MAY EIND THEMSELVES IN A DIEEICULT POSITION 
WHEN THE VOTE COMES. THEIR SUPPORT OF THE AMEND- 
MENT COULD WELL GUARANTEE A UNITED LIBERAL PARTY IN THE 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS AND THE DEEEAT OE THE CONSERVATIVE'S 
CANDIDATE. SUCH SUPPORT WOULD ALSO BE HARD TO JUSTIFY TO 
CONSERVATIVE VOTERS. TO VOTE AGAINST THE AMENDMENT, HOW- 
EVER WOULD PROBABLY PROVOKE A SPLIT BETWEEN THE ALV AR- 
ISTAS AND THE LOPEZ GOVERNMENT. 

3. EDUCATION MINISTER PORPOSED UNIVERSITY REEORMS. MIN- 
ISTER OE EDUCATION RAFAEL RIVAS POSADA, IN A TELEVISED 
MESSAGE TO THE NATION, DEFENDED THE PROLONGED CLOSURE OE 
THE VIOLENCE-PLAGUED NATIONAL UNIVERISTY IN BOGOTA AND 
ANNOUNCED HISINTENTION TO SEEK CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL EOR 
AN EXTENSIVE REFORMATION OF THE NATION'S SYSTEM OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION. RIVAS CALLED THE CURRENT EDUCATIONAL CRISIS 

A "MORAL AND INSTITUTIONA BREAKDOWN", AND SUGGESTED THAT 
THE SYSTEM REQUIRES ADMINISTRATIVE AND EINANCIAL REEORMS, 
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A CLEAR DELIMITATION OE STUDENT AND FACULTY RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES, AND A UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION WITH 
GREATER AUTHORITY. 

4. PRESIDENT'S SON TESTIEIES BEEORE CONGRESS. EELIPE 
LOPEZ, THE PRESIDENT'S SON AND PRIVATE SECRETARY, TESTI- 
FIF.D BEEORE THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE INVESTIGATIONG 
CHARGES AGAINST HIM AND A FORMER CABINET MINSTER INVOLV- 
ING ALLEGED FINANCIAL IMPROPRIETIES. LOPEZ DENIED ANY 
PURPOSEEUL WRONGDOINGS AND CALLED THE CONTROVERSY A POLI- 
TICAL CONSPIRACY AGAINST HIS FATHER. THE OPPOSITION CON- 
SERVATIVE PRESS, MEANWHILE, CONTINUED TO ROIL THE POLITICAL 
ATMOSPHERE WITH RENEWED CHARGES AGAINST ANOTHER PRESI- 
DENTIAL PROGENCY, MANUEL LOPEZ, WHO IS ALSO ACCUSED OF 
HAVING PERSONALLY BENEEITTED EROM DEALINGS WITH GOVERN- 
MENT AGENCIES. 

5. LOCAL PRESS CONTINUES CRITICISM OE US RELIGIOUS GROUP. 

THE U.S. - BASED SUMMER INSITUTE OE LINGUISTICS (SIL), AS 
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WELL AS OTHER NON-COLOMBIAN MISSIONARY ORGANIZATIONS, 

AGAIN (SEE BOGOTA 354) RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION IN 
THE LOCAL PRESS. THIS TIME, HOWEVER SOME OF THE CRITI- 
CISM WAS FAVORABLE. THE LIBERAL WEEKLY "NUEVA FRONTERA" 
PUBLISHED A LENGHTY, UNFAVORABLE ARTICEL ON THESE GROUPS, 
INCLUDING THE SIL, QUESTIONING THEIR PURPOSE AND SUGGEST- 
ING THAT MOST OF THEM ARE PORTENTIAL THREATS TO 
NATIONAL SECURITY AND SOVERIGNTY. THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY A 
FAVORABLE EDITORIAL AND TWO OBJECTIVE ARTICLES, DESCRIBING 
SOME OF THE SIL'S GOOD WORKS, IN BOGOTA'S TWO LEADI G LIB- 
ERAL NEWSPAPERS. AN SIL SPOKESMAN HAS NOTED THAT INCREASED 
PRESS ATTENTION IS HABITUALLY GIVEN TO THESINSTITUTE WHEN 
ITS CONTRACT WITH THE GOC IS BEING RENEGOTIATED. 

6. COLOMBIA PREPARES FOR WORLD BANK MEETING. THE COL- 
OMBIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED THIS WEEK THAT IT WOULD PRE- 
SENT 103 DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS TO THE IBRD CONSULTATIVE 
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GROUP, SCHEDULED TO MEET IN PARIS AT THE END OF JUNE. 

ACCORDING TO THE PLANNING OFFICE, THE TOTAL VALUE OF 
THE PROJECTS IS $6.7 BILLION WITH THE FOREIGN FINANCED 
COMPONENT ESTIMATED AT $3.9 BILLION. FOLLOWING THE PAT- 
TERN ESTABLISHYD AT THE LAST MEETING OF THE CONSULTATIVE 
GROUP, HELD N BOGOTA IN OCTOBER 1976, THE MAJMR SECTORAL 
EMPHASIS IS ON ENERGY ($3.26 BILLION), FOLLOWED BY MINING 
AND INDUSTRY ($1.14 BILLIO), TRANSPORTATION ($604 MILLION), 
AGRICULTURE ($528 MILLION), COMMUNICATIONS, REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE, HEALTH AND EDUCATION. 

7. REACTION TO COFFEE FROST IN BRAZIL. NEWS OF A POSSIBLE 
FROST AFFECTING COFFEE PRODUCTION IN BRAZIL RECEIVED HEAD- 
LINE TREATMENT IN COLOMBIA, AND THE WHOLESALE PRICE OF 
COFFEE, WHICH HAD FALLEN TO UNDER $2.70 A POUND, ALMOST 
IMMEDIATELY RECOVERED TO OVER $3.00 A POUND. WHILE 
COFFEE EXPORTERS CONTINUED TO EXPRESS THEIR DELIGHT OVER 
HIGH PRICES, THE GOC AND THE COFFEE FEDERATION WERE BOTH- 
ERED BY THE ERRATIC MARKET AND THE PRICE LEVELS, WHICH 
THEY SEE AS LEADING TO A LOND TERM DECLINE IN COFFEE CON- 
SUMPTION AND AS A CONTINUING THREAT TO THE GOVERNMENT'S 
ANTI-INFLATION EFFORTS. MEANWHILE, RESPONDING TO PRES- 
SURES FROM GROWERS, PRESIDENT LOPEZ ANNOUNCED THAT 
BEGINNING IN JULY THERE WOULD BE MODERATE UPWARD ADJUST- 
MENTS IN THE INTERNAL SUPPORT PRICE EOR COFFEE. GROWERS 
HAVE BEEN CLAIMING, WITH SOME JUSTIFICATION, THAT THE 
COFFEE BONANZA HAS LED TO SHARPLY INCREASED COSTS OE 
PRODUCTIONS, PARTICULARLY AS REGARDS WAGES 

FOR PICKERS. 
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